
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



        

 

 

 

 

Azure Magazine, through its 2nd edition this year 2015, opens a 
presentation - platform of the Federation of UNESCO Clubs, 
Centers and Associations for Europe and North America 
(EFUCA).  

 

In parallel, through the events presented in the present 2nd 
edition, it is intended to have a permanent dialogue with the new 
generation, which in the future will build a world where the 
profound human values as respect, morality and integrity are 
respected. 

 

 I would like to express my sincere thanks to the UNESCO 
Club of Piraeus and Islands, especially to its President 
Ioannis Maronitis, who made great efforts for the publication of 
this magazine and to all the colleagues who have joined forces and 
that during this period, acting as a team, have prepared high 
standard events that could represent the impetus for positive 
changes tomorrow. 

 

Partnerships have been created between the Civil Society 
members and the UNESCO National Commissions, trying to 
revitalize and strengthen our activities through a mutually 
beneficial collaboration. 

 

At the celebration of 70 years from the creation of UNESCO, 
UNESCO Clubs activists from all over the world take part 
in the promotion of UNESCO’s ideals and programmes, 
including building and maintaining "peace in people's minds". 
 
Dr. Daniela Popescu  
EFUCA President 

Fédération Européenne des Associations, Centres et Clubs UNESCO (FEACU)  
European Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (EFUCA) 
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    Launch of the first issue of the EFUCA magazine    
    “AZURE” New York, USA March 2014 
 
 

  For the first time the European Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centers 

and Associations (EFUCA) met for an Executive Board (EB) Meeting in 

March 2014 in New York, USA, a few days before the EB Meeting of the 

World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (WFUCA).  

The EB Meeting was hosted by the US Federation of UNESCO Clubs, 

Centres and Associations (USFUCA), member of EFUCA which covers 

also the North American region.  

 

Within this framework EFUCA members participated in WFUCA’s 

events including the celebration of the International Women’s Day at the 

United Nations building on the 8th March 2014. In addition, EFUCA 

members met with H.E the Ambassador of Romania in New York, Simona 

Miculescu. 

 

On this occasion EFUCA launched the first issue of “AZURE” magazine, 

intending to be a bold step towards the solidarization of the UNESCO Civil 

Society, through the quality of the presented projects and through the 

permanent devoted actions made by each one of us for ideals and common 

values. 
 

The title of the magazine, suggested by Dr. Mihaela Varga (Vice 
President of the Alumnus Club for UNESCO) invites us to meditation, 
calmness, trust in what we want to accomplish. Above all, this blue, which 
appears also on the UNESCO flag, represents the color of peace, of the 
intellectual opened to the blue that forms the sky. 

 
Our magazine represents optimism, quietude and faith in what we are 

proposing to do in our future actions, gathering in this temple, identities 
that unify with the thought that we are part of the UNESCO constellation 
of this millennium. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Events in New York, USA, March 2014 
 
 

                                                                          



 

 

 
 
 

International Meeting of Education 
“Global Ethics and Equal Opportunities: the Women Rate to Development of Europe 

and Mediterranean” 
Within the framework of the 

2nd Intermediate Congress of the 
European Federation of UNESCO Clubs Centres and Associations (EFUCA) 

in collaboration with the UNESCO Centre of Turin 
Turin, Italy 11th to 14th September 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The International Meeting of Education “Global Ethics and Equal Opportunities: The Women Rate to 
Development of Europe and Mediterranean” was organized within the framework of the 2nd Intermediate 
Congress of EFUCA, by the UNESCO Centre of Turin in collaboration with EFUCA and with the support of 
the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (WFUCA), in Turin, Italy on 11-14 
September 2014.  
 
 
The International Meeting in Turin aimed to contribute to the realization of the objectives of the UNESCO 
Gender Equality Action Plan 2014 – 2021. Presentations by experts and other delegates emphasized the 
importance of the role of women in social and economic development, in providing information on gender 



equality issues in European and Mediterranean States in an effort to further promote and implement 
respect for the human rights of women.  
 

The opening ceremony included 
a video message by the 
UNESCO Director General Irina 
Bokova to the participants of 
the International Meeting. 
 
Three workshops took place;  
 
Women and Culture 
 
Women and Nutrition 
 
Women and Violences 
 
 
 
 

At the end of the International Meeting, a Press Conference took place for dissemination of information 
and the Declaration of Turin was adopted.  
 
 

                           









Members’ activities / under the aegis of EFUCA 2014- 2015 
 
  AUSTRIA 

 World Water Day Photo Competition   

 World Theatre Day  

 World Environment Day  

 40th Anniversary of World Music Day 

 International Summer Academy Drosendorf  

 Rapprochement of Cultures  

 Series of art exhibitions on bio-cultural diversity  

 15th Anniversary of the Earth Charter  

 20th Anniversary of the founding of the Austrian Section of the International 
Organization of Folk Art   

 “The Art of Living: Water and Sustainable Tourism’”  

 ASTANA 2017  

 “Peace Lies in Our Hands” in support of UNESCO’s 70th Anniversary Celebrations.   
                 
 
BELARUS 

 25th Anniversary of the Belarusian Association of UNESCO Clubs  

 Youth Internet Relay UNESCO Clubs "70 years of UNESCO"  

 Youth auto-marathon UNESCO Clubs "Route of the world"  

 International linguistic camps "Bridges of education"  

 Gymnasium Model United Nations ‘The Worlds Will Collide’ 

               
 
CYPRUS  

 Elements of Intangible Cultural Heritage  

 Human Rights : Raising awareness  

 Quality Education - UNESCO ideals and Global Ethics in School Education 
 Celebrations of the 70th Anniversary of UNESCO 

 
 
FRANCE 

 Paths of citizenship  

 World and international days  

 Research laboratories 

 Exhibitions 
 
 
 
 
GREECE 

 Acropolis – A Unique World Heritage Monument – The Return of the Marbles  

 Multinational Festival  

 Theater Festival 

 International Art Exhibition 

 Educational Seminar for Executives “Operation of NGOS for UNESCO. Use of 
logo. Project Design and Management” 

               



 
ITALY 

 International Meeting of Education “Global Ethics and Equal Opportunities:   
      The Women Rate to Development of Europe and Mediterranean” and Follow up  
       Meeting  

 The Mediterranean Sea  

 From Place of Conflict to Place of Encounter  

 Feed the Planet Duty of and for Everybody  

 National Forum of Contemporary Sculpture 

 The Factory in the Landscape 

 
ROMANIA 

 Asia-Europe Forum on Education 

 Youth & Museums  

 Metamorphoses Project – Symposium on Art and Civilization in the Monastic Space 

 Romanian – Maroccan Forms of Manifestation in the European Space 

 DISCRIPTIO CANTEMIR 3D Exhibition  

 
 
 
 
 
PORTUGAL 

 International Meeting “ Heritage, Diversity and Tradition” 
 
 
 
 
RUSSIA 

 Everyday activity: Leader School 

 Internships of UNESCO Club leaders from different towns from all Russia 

 Video conference between Youth Parliament of Ural-Siberian Federation of UNESCO  
Clubs, Centers and Associations and UNESCO Club Sorbonne (Paris)   

 UN Model in Ural University  

 Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of Victory in Great Patriotic War   

 Celebration of the International Children Day with Children's Cancer Center 

 
 
 
SERBIA 

 Youth and UNESCO Ideals  
 Study tour in European countries to learn about other cultures and civilizations and 

visit of the European institutions and the UNESCO headquarters, to appreciate how 
they work.  

 Establishing UNESCO Clubs in countries of former Yugoslavia. 
 
 
SPAIN 

 Paraguay indigenous training on economical aspects 





 
 

 

 
 
 

      EFUCA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING AND 

INTERNATIONAL MEETING “HERITAGE, DIVERSITY AND TRADITION”  

         IN COLLABORATION WITH  

     THE PORTUGUESE FEDERATION OF UNESCO CLUBS, CENTRES AND ASSOCIATIONS  

PORTO AND MONTALEGRE, PORTUGAL 10TH -14TH JUNE 2015 

 
In June 2015 (10th -14th), EFUCA in collaboration 

with the Portuguese Federation of UNESCO Clubs, 
Centres and Associations (FPACU) organized the 
International Meeting titled “Heritage, Diversity and 
Tradition” held in Porto and in Montalegre with the 
support and the participation of the local authorities 
and the Portuguese National Commission for 
UNESCO. Within this framework, an Executive Board 
Meeting of EFUCA took place in Portugal.   

 
During the International Meeting participants 

discussed about the world UNESCO heritage in each 
respective country, including elements of the 
intangible cultural heritage and exchanged 
information on how to preserve and respect the 
heritage.  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The founder President of the UNESCO Centre in Florence, Marialuisa Stringa, died yesterday 15th June 

2015, in Florence. She was born in Venice and she graduated in Philosophy with a thesis about ethics. 

Afterwards, she devoted herself to the library world, with a particular attention to UNESCO Publications. 

In 1971 she founded the UNESCO Centre in Florence which, under her guidance, became a UNESCO 

Associated Library. Since its foundation until today she directed the UNESCO Centre in Florence and in 

1979 she contributed to the creation of the Italian National Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Centres 

(FICLU). She was formerly General Secretary and then President of FICLU from 2001 to March 2013, 

when she was acclaimed, from the Assembly, Honorary President. 

As President of FICLU, she significantly contributed to spread all over Italy the ideals and action 

programmes of UNESCO, supporting the creation of many Clubs and always maintaining direct contacts 

with UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. The Italian Federation was active member in the constitution of the 

World Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Centres (WFUCA) in 1981 and of the European Federation of 

UNESCO Clubs and Centres (EFUCA) in 2001. Thanks to her engagement within the WFUCA, as Vice 

President before and then as Honorary Member, in 2013 the Executive Board of WFUCA and the 

International Conference on Global Ethics took place in Lucca and Florence. After this Conference, it was 

adopted the Florence Declaration on Global Ethics. 

Until the end, she participated in several Conferences in Italy and worldwide, spreading, through her 

interventions, the UNESCO ideals and its action programmes. She was appointed "Knight of the Order of 

Merit of the Italian Republic" by President Ciampi and afterwards "Officer" by President Napolitano. She 

was also President of the Italian Association Fulbright. 

Best regards, 

Prof.ssa Maria Paola Azzario 
President of the Italian Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Centres 
(FICLU) 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yuri Borisijkhin was born on 30 January 1944 in the village of Koptelovo, near Yekaterinburg, Russia. 

After graduating from the Journalism Department of the Ural State University, he worked as a staff 

writer at the Ural Pathfinder magazine. In 1982-1983 Yury Borisikhin became one of six members of the 

transcontinental polar expedition of newspaper Sovetskaya Rossiya, which covered 10000 km on 

dogsleds in extreme conditions of Arctic. He was decorated with the Order of the Badge of Honour for 

his heroism during this expedition. 

In 1987, Yuri Borisikhin created one of the first UNESCO Clubs in the USSR. In 1991 he established the 

Ural Association of UNESCO Clubs and transformed it later into the National Federation of UNESCO Clubs, 

Centres and Associations. In 1994 he founded the Ural-Siberian UNESCO Centre in Yekaterinburg. Thanks 

to his enthusiastic work more than a hundred of UNESCO Clubs have been created in Russia. 

In 1999 Yuri Borisikhin hosted the V WFUCA World Congress. In 2003 he was elected a Treasurer of 

WFUCA. 

Late Yuri Borisikhin dedicated his life to the UNESCO Clubs movement. Thanks to him, thousands of 

young people in Russia have learnt about UNESCO and its activities.  

He was extremely energetic until the very last moments of his life. On the day of his death  last Saturday 

he was conducting a big UNESCO annual event in one of the local towns and died within minutes after 

returning back home.  

A unique soul, Yury had great sense of humour and was very approachable.  He will be greatly missed. 

Yury Borisikhin is survived by his wife Natalia, five children and several grandchildren.  

A memorial service will be held in Yekaterinburg, Russia (today) 28 April 2015. 

Ural-Siberian Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations 

 



 

 

 
 
            27 April 2015 
 

Dear family members, 
Respected colleagues of the UNESCO Clubs movement, 
For the last time, dear Yuri, 

All your colleagues from the UNESCO World who met you will remain with a noble and lasting 
memory of you in their hearts. You were for us a shining example of what a true club leader 
should be, actively involved in public life and in the true development and spreading of UNESCO 
ideals. 
Your untiring efforts and permanent evaluation of our organization’s ideals strongly took root 
over your decades of untiring work. 
 
In 1987, you created one of the first UNESCO Clubs in the USSR. In 1991, establishing the Ural 
Association of UNESCO Clubs and transformed it later into the National Federation of UNESCO 
Clubs, Centres and Associations. In 1994 you founded the Ural-Siberian UNESCO Centre in 
Yekaterinburg. As a reward of your amazing work, over a hundred of UNESCO Clubs have been 
created in Russia. In 1999 you hosted the V WFUCA World Congress and for the first time in 
Yekaterinburg, I could witness the exemplary organization of the Congress. In 2003 you were 
elected Treasurer of WFUCA and Romania was one of the countries that supported you for your 
candidature. Following that, in 2008 the Ural Siberian Federation became member of the 
European Federation for UNESCO Clubs, Centers and Associations. 
 
With distinction you constructed posterity from actions given to everybody with such 
smoothness and dedication. 

THE EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF UNESCO CLUBS, CENTERS AND ASSOCIATIONS DECREES: 

27 APRIL 2015,  
DAY OF MEMORY OF OUR DEAR COLLEGUE YURI BORISIKHIN 

On the facebook page of the European Federation we open today the BOOK OF CONDOLENCES 
YURI BORISIKHIN and we ask all the friends from the UNESCO Clubs world to pay him their 
respect there, following to have all these messages received sent to the Ural-Siberian 
Federation for UNESCO Clubs, Centers and Associations. 
With deep respect, 
 
In the name of the European Federation for UNESCO Clubs, Centers and Associations 
 
Dr. Daniela Popescu 
President of EFUCA 

 

Fédération Européenne des Associations, Centres et Clubs UNESCO (FEACU)  
European Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (EFUCA) 

  

 

 



 


